SALLY SPENCER

SUMMARY





A variety of teaching experiences, serving students from a wide range of backgrounds and with many different disabling conditions. Experience includes teaching at the University level, in middle and elementary school, and tutoring inner-city high school students. Experience also includes presenting workshops on a national level, creating, administering and implementing new programs, organizing and over-seeing Special Education services, and supervising fieldwork students.

PROFESSIONAL TEACHING EXPERIENCES



2002-present 
California State University, Northridge     


Lecturer/Full-time faculty member

· Teach special education credential courses, supervise interns and student teachers, and participate in other duties of full-time faculty. Courses taught include: Collaborative Processes in Education, Advanced Reading Processes, Educational Assessment and Methods, and Methods for Diverse Learners with Mild/Moderate Disabilities. 

2002-present 

CHIME Charter Elementary School  

Woodland Hills, CA
   


Director of Educator Development

· Supervise and schedule the student teachers, fieldwork students and observers from the university at the charter school. Serve as a consultant in mild/moderate disabilities and reading practices. 

2002-2004 

CHIME Charter Elementary School  

Woodland Hills, CA


Special Education Co-Teacher

· Co-taught in fully-inclusive fifth and second grade classrooms

· Created, supervised and ran the reading lab for students with reading delays

· Served as on-site supervisor for student teachers and fieldworkers

· Oversaw and consulted on service delivery for all students with mild/moderate disabilities

2000-2002 

California State University, Northridge     
Northridge, CA


Adjunct professor, Department of Special Education

· Taught course work which included formal and informal assessment, planning instruction, curriculum modification, and the collaborative processes of special education.


2000-2002

Castlebay Lane Elementary School

Northridge, CA


Special Education Gatekeeper

· Was responsible for overseeing all Special Education programs at school

· Scheduled and supervised all IEP meetings.

· Was responsible for ensuring that all programs met compliance guidelines for IDEA

· Trained / mentored new Special Education teachers at school site 

· Was responsible for planning and holding IEP meetings for all private school children needing assessment for Special Education


1998-2002

Castlebay Lane Elementary School

Northridge, CA


Resource Specialist

· Taught in a collaborative program of additional instruction for children grades K-5 
with learning disabilities and other mild/moderate disabilities.

· Collaborated with general education teachers to create instruction for children with mild/moderate disabilities

· Collaborated with parents to meet the individual needs of students 


1995-1998
Fair Avenue Elementary School


N. Hollywood, CA


SDC teacher, 3-5th grade mild/moderate disabilities

· Self-contained, modified bilingual classroom of upper-grade students with various disabilities, including LD, SED, ER and autism

· CSUN on-site supervising teacher. Acted as on-site mentor for new Special Ed 

credential candidate, teaching primary LD class


1995

El Sereno Middle School



El Sereno, CA


SDC teacher, 6th grade mild/moderate disabilities

· Self-contained, modified bilingual classroom of sixth grade students with 


mild/moderate disabilities.

RELATED EXPERIENCE


2004 - present
Bureau of Educational Research

Seattle, WA


National Presenter 

· Planned and developed a 6-hour workshop on effective reading strategies for students with mild/moderate disabilities

· Presented the workshop in numerous states around the country

· Created a 100-page handbook of materials to accompany the workshop
· Currently developing a second 6-hour workshop on best practices in inclusive education

1993-1995
Heart of Los Angeles Youth



Los Angeles, CA


Arts and Education Director

· Planned, organized and administrated a tutoring program for 25 inner-city children, ages 10 to 18, who were experiencing difficulties in school. 

· Planned and supervised trips to Sacramento and San Antonio with participants of tutoring program

· Planned and implemented a youth theater program with 20 adult volunteers and 35 youth actors


1997 Lab School of Washington Summer Institute


Washington, D.C.

· Received a grant to participate in the summer institute

· Worked with teachers from around the country to learn the latest methods of teaching students with learning disabilities

PUBLICATIONS


Spencer, S. (2005) An interview with Dr. Lynne Cook and Dr. June Downing: The practicalities of collaboration in special education service delivery. Intervention in School and Clinic, 40, 296-300.
Downing, J. E., Spencer, S. & Cavallaro, C. (2004). The development of an inclusive charter elementary school: Lessons learned. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 29(1), 11-24.

PRESENTATIONS (Selected)


Spencer, S. (2006, April). Making board games into literacy activities. Presented for the parents of the Literacy Center for Dr. Nancy Prosenjak.

Spencer, S. (2006, March). Building in reading supports for struggling readers. Presented as staff development for the faculty of Pomelo Elementary School.

Spencer, S. (2006, February). Building in reading supports for struggling readers. Presented as staff development for the faculty of Woodlake Elementary School.

Spencer, S. (2006, January). Accelerating the reading skills of your students with mild-to-moderate disabilities. Presented in Pennsylvania, New Mexico and New Jersey for the Bureau of Education and Research.

Spencer, S. (2005, November). Inclusion ideas that really work: Practical, teacher-tested classroom strategies for grades K – 6. Presented in New Mexico, Arizona and Utah for the Institute for Educational Development.

Spencer, S. & Friedman-Narr, R. (2005, September). Co-teaching strategies: Making it meaningful. Presented as a staff development for the CHIME Elementary and Middle School faculty.

Spencer, S. (2005, January). Building reading skills in the inclusive classroom. Presented as staff development for CHIME Charter Elementary School, Woodland Hills, CA.

Spencer, S. (2004, December). Reading insruction that works: Research-based reading remediation for students with mild/moderate disabilities. Presented in Texas, Arizona, California and Hawaai for the Bureau of Education and Research.

Spencer, S. (2004, September). They’re all “our” kids: Some keys to successful inclusion of students with mild/moderate disabilities. Presented as staff development at the Valley Community Charter School, Northridge, CA.

Sears, S., & Spencer, S. (2004, March). Fostering children’s literacy: Families and teachers working together. Presented at the Family Focus Center Conference, Granada Hills, CA.

Cook, L., Murawski, W.A., & Spencer, S. (2004, February). Improving instruction through collaboration. Presented at the CARS + Conference, Palm Springs, CA.

Spencer, S. (2004, January). Open Court for special educators: An interactive workshop for teachers. Presented at California State University, Northridge in collaboration with the BTSA-SE Program, Northridge, CA.

Murawski, W. A. & Spencer, S. (2003, October). Collaboration, LD and full inclusion: Negotiating to meet students’ needs. Presented at the Council for Learning Disabilities Conference, Seattle, WA.

Spencer, S. (2003, May). Meeting the challenges of inclusive student support. Presented as staff development for paraprofessionals at Emelita Elementary School, Reseda, CA.

Murawski, W.A., & Spencer, S. (2003, May). Strategies for collaboration between general and special educators. Presented as a two-day staff development for Emelita Elementary School, Reseda, CA.

Spencer, S. (2003, April). The continuum of collaborative options. Presented as staff development for Fernangeles and Straithern Elementary School, Sun Valley, CA.

Cook, L., Friend, M., & Spencer, S. (2003, April). Ensuring better outcomes in collaboration with standards-based instruction and assessment. Presented at the Council for Exceptional Children Conference, Seattle, WA.

Murawski, W.A.,  & Spencer, S. (2003, April). Collaboration and coteaching: How to get started at your elementary school. Presented at the Council for Exceptional Children Annual Conference, Seattle, WA.

Hanreddy, A., Olson, S., Spencer, S., Morrison, K., &  Suzuki, M. (2003, February). Juggling 101: The role of special educators in inclusive settings. Presented at the 20th Annual Cal-TASH conference, Fresno, CA.

Spencer, S. (2003, March). Collaboration for inclusive success. Presented as staff development at San Fernando Elementary School, San Fernando, CA.

Spencer, S. (2003, February). Research-based supplemental reading instruction that works! Presented at California State University, Northridge in collaboration with the BTSA-SE Program Northridge, CA.

Murawski, W.A.,  & Spencer, S. (2002, January). Developing sensitivity and awareness of students with disabilities: Sharing the experience. Presented at the Annual Santa Clarita Valley Winter CAC Conference, Santa Clarita, CA.

Murawski, W.A.,  & Spencer, S. (2001, November). Hints, Tips and Strategies: Helping students with mild/moderate disabilities succeed. Presented at the California State Federation Council for Exceptional Children Special Education Academy, San Diego, CA. 

Murawski, W.A.,  & Spencer, S. (2001, January). Hints, Tips and Strategies: Helping students with mild/moderate disabilities succeed at the elementary level. Presented at the Annual Santa Clarita Valley Winter CAC Conference, Santa Clarita, CA.

EDUCATION



2005-present
University of Southern California



 Doctorate in Urban Education, specialization in Teacher Education, Literacy (in process)

1995-1999
California State University Northridge


· Master of Arts in Educational Psychology With Distinction: Learning, Development and Instruction

· Education Specialist Instruction Credential, Levels I and II

· Certification in Crosscultural Academic and Language Development (CLAD)


1972-1975
California State University Long Beach


· Bachelor of Music Degree, Voice Performance

AWARDS



2005/2006 Beck Grant Recipient

2001 California Council for Exceptional Children


Outstanding Special Educator Award


1999-2000 National Foundation for the Improvement of  Education



Leadership Grant recipient




First recipient in Los Angeles Unified School District

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS



1998 - present

• Council for Exceptional Children


1998 - present

• California Association of Resource Specialists


1997 - present

• International Dyslexia Association


1999 - present

• National Foundation for the Improvement of Education


2005 – present
• International Reading Association

COMMUNITY SERVICE


2002 – present
• Inservices and faculty trainings presented free of charge at various local schools

1992 - present

• Angel Flight (member, newsletter editor, pilot)


1993 - present

• Heart of Los Angeles Youth (supporting member, volunteer)


1993 - 1996

• Parrot Placement Center (founding member)


1998 - present

• Parrot Education and Adoption Center (founding member, 




volunteer, guest lecturer)


1989 - 1992

• Los Angeles Zoo (volunteer in the Condor Survival Program)

REFERENCES


Robbie Bertz
Ex-principal, Castlebay Lane Elementary School


(818) 986-5618

Lynn Doner
Parent of former student


(818) 366-5760

Brandie Rosen
Part-time faculty member, CSUN, & Behavior Specialist, Thousand Oaks Unified School District


(818) 865-1676

Sue Sears
Professor of Special Education, CSUN


(818) 677-2552

19121 Liggett St., Northridge, CA 91324

(818) 998-3488

E-MAIL:  sspencer@csun.edu
